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March 2019 Zeta Iota Initiation

On March 23rd the chapter initiated two new 
brothers, though it was a small class these 
two young men are both legacies and promise 
to be a big part of Zeta Iota’s future.  Nearly 
40 alumni from all over attended the initiation 
of Eric Nicholson and Nick Abbott, this is the 
largest attended initiation in many years.  

The Chapter did an excellent job on the 
Initiation and we hope that we are turning 
the corner on recruiting larger classes.  The 
house is over 30 years old and the much 
needed renovations have begun.  PSU has 
built many new facilities in 30 years that are 
very appealing to students. The house needs 
to continue to renovate to help recruit new 
members. 

Will Cleaver is Zeta Iota’s
7th Significant Sig!

Will Cleaver, Zeta Iota 1996, took his passion 
for BBQ and turned it into a national volunteer 
network that has touched the lives of over one 
million people since 2011. In recognition of his 
effort, Brother Cleaver has been designated a 
Significant Sig.

In response to a need for relief efforts on May 
22, 2011 in tornado-stricken Joplin, Missouri, 
Brother Cleaver organized competitive BBQ 
teams from eight states to help feed displaced 
families and first responders. Over the next 
13 days, Will and his volunteers served over 
120,000 meals at shelters, hospitals, senior 
living communities and to emergency and first 
responder personnel. 

From that experience, Operation BBQ 
Relief (OBR) was founded with the goal to 
provide compassion, offer hope and give 
friendship to those whose lives have been 
affected by disasters across the United 
States.  Will and the Operation BBQ Relief 
team have organized over 8000 volunteers 
across the continental USA, who leverage their 
expertise in cooking and catering barbecue 
meals with the ability to quickly mobilize 
into any area where disaster disrupts and 
tears apart the lives of Americans. To date, 
Operation BBQ Relief has served the one hot 
meal that matters over one million times!

Will commented that he has only experienced 
a few life changing moments and May 22, 
2011 in Joplin was one of them. “The tornado 
in Joplin made a fundamental change in my 
life. I had no idea where it was going and can’t 
believe where OBR has come.”

Chapter Eternal

The following brothers have passed onto the Chapter Eternal 
during the last few years.

John Thomas (Tom) Plachon (138) d. December 5, 2015
Jonathan Phil Unruh (620) d. May 4, 2016
Steven Rene Delmez (181) d. October 21, 2016
Bruce Alvin Robinson (290) d. January 13, 2017
Devant Marquis Walker (605) d. March 20, 2017
Arthur Aull (Marty) Martin (218) d. April 2, 2017
Douglas Richard Cooper (107) d. July 28, 2017
James Morgan AuBuchon (137)  d. September 1, 2017
James Michael Berthot (Xi Omega) d. December 16, 2017
Lonnie Ray Seglie (103) d. January 18, 2018
Wayne Wesley (Wes) Allai (245) d. February 6, 2018
Timothy Mark (Mark) Loy (259) d. August 8, 2018
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2019 Outstanding House Corporation Award
Each year, the Board of Grand Trustees honors Sigma Chi 
house corporations that demonstrate superior business prac-
tices in these 15 areas:

• Minimum of 3 board members
• Minumum of 2 board meetings a year
• Having written bylaws
• Current with state/province annual reporting requirements
• House corp funds are segregated from chapter funds
• Have a written rental agreement for each tenant
• Charge each tenant a security deposit
• Have regular janitorial service
• Have a fund a plan for repairing/replacing major building 

components
•  Have a fire sprinkler system
•  Publish at least 2 newsletters per year
•  Maintain an alumni database
•  Maintain a website
•  Have an active fund raising campaign

This year, Zeta Iota received the Gold Award .

Register Today for the Zeta Iota 
55 Year Reunion

To register and purchase tickets for the 55-year reunion, 
provide the information requested below and send a check for 
payment to the Zeta Iota Alumni Association, P.O. Box 7829, 
Overland Park, KS 66207.  Tickets can also be purchased 
online at www.psusigs.com/reunion. 

Registration Information

 Name:       
 
 Mailing Address:      

 Phone Number:      

 Email Address:      

T-shirt Size:    Initiation Year:     

Ticket Selection:     

o  Single Ticket $75  o   Couples Ticket $125: 

Today, Brother Cleaver serves Operation BBQ Relief full-time 
as Chief Operations Officer and Chief Financial Officer from 
offices based in the Kansas City area. The organization is 
a 501.c.3 Disaster Relief Organization and you can make a 
one-time donation or commit to a monthly recurring donation 
of any amount of your choosing at
www.operationbbqrelief.org.

Brother Cleaver has brought honor and prestige to the name 
of Sigma Chi. He was honored at Sigma Chi’s 82nd Grand 
Chapter in Salt Lake City, UT in June.

Zeta Iota House Corp Update

Your House Corporation is doing a lot of work on the house 
this summer in preparation for the fall semester and the 55th 
reunion.  The upstairs bathroom renovation is underway.  The 
shower area will be changed from a totally open 3 showers 
bay to 2 private showers.  The toilet area walls have been 
removed and partitions are being installed giving the area 
more room and lights have been pushed back so that there 
is more lighting in the stalls and a new floor is being installed.  
The room will be much brighter and functional.  We think the 
boys will really like the new renovation!  

We are fixing the two sagging ceilings in rooms 2 & 4 and 
we are installing new dead bolt locks and removing the locks 
on the door knobs on all the individual room doors. They will 
be master keyed  preventing unplanned lock outs.  We are 
getting a quote for all new windows for the entire house in 
preparation for the 55th reunion as well (not sure where the 
funding will come for this project though). 

Finally, we are very excited to announce that we have 
selected Bukaty Companies to manage all of the finances for 
the chapter and house corporation going forward replacing 
OmegaFi.  They will provide a number of services (to name 

a few): assist the chapter and Quaestor with developing a 
budget, determine what monthly dues need to be, ensure 
leases and financial contracts are signed by all brothers 
(including a guarantor and credit card as secondary means 
of collection).  We are excited about this new service and we 
thank alumni brother Tom Ross (1991 Pitt State Sigma Chi 
and President of the Accounting Services Division) for helping 
us to make this change a reality!

Below are pictures of the renovation work that is under way 
(next alumni newsletter we will show the finished product).

House Corp Officers: 
President - Jeff Roith
Vice President - Greg Light
Secretary - Eric Grooms
Treasurer - Jacob Yankovich

Members at Large:
Joe Kim, Austin Osborn, 
Craig Cloninger (ZI-400),
 Shannon Nicklaus, Mark 
Harrington, Max Gallaway, 
Tom Roudebush, 
Jesse Vasquez


